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Legal Education: An Essential Rule of Law Pillar in
Times of Peace, Progress, or Precarity

Danielle M. Conway
HAHO|LIOt =EU 2AF oY, D=R2AZE2ls| o

1. Introduction: Shared Responsibility for the Future of Legal Education (2.5 minutes)

Good morning/afternoon colleagues,

I am deeply honored to be invited to speak to such an august group of legal education
stakeholders here in Seoul. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to our esteemed
hosts—the Association of Korean Law Schools, The Yulchon Law Firm, and the Seoul
National University Law School—for curating this timely and critical Conference, dedicated
to “The Future and Vision of Legal Education: A Perspective Based on Implementation of the

Bar Exam System and the Experiences of Candidates Subject to Restrictions.”

As this year’s president of the Association of American Law Schools (AALS), representing
over 200 member law schools, and as the Dean of Penn State Dickinson Law, I stand before
you not to lecture on a perfected American system, but to engage in a shared, honest, and

rigorous reflection.

The framing of today's discussion heartens me. You have chosen to address significant,
painful, and often invisible issues relating to access to justice, representation, and fairness.
You are doing this by looking inward at the structure of the Republic of Korea's bar
examination system, and its profound impact on candidates who face critical restrictions.
This kind of institutional introspection is rare, difficult, and absolutely essential for the

survival and expansion of the rule of law.

2. Rethinking the Rule of Law: Who is It Truly For? (4 minutes)

In my research, writing, and structural implementation of legal education, I have thought
deeply about what a "strong rule of law" actually means. Too often, we treat the rule of law

as an abstract, untouchable concept—a mere slogan that "'no one is above the law." But
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abstract concepts have currency only when real-world institutions and real-world people can

rely on them.

Normatively, the foundation for the rule of law should not shift and change to suit the
whims of those in power, nor should it serve as an ideological shield for exclusionary
institutional habits. A nation’s rule of law must be measured by how it treats human beings

under its jurisdiction.

When we look at the rule of law through the lens of legal education, we must realize that
our work is never finished. Within the legal profession, we constantly witness the tension

between justice and injustice, fairness and unfairness, inclusion and exclusion.

I argue today that a strong rule of law only has genuine meaning when those who are most
vulnerable in society can see themselves within that rule of law. They must have access to
justice, and they must be active participants in the exercise of governance. If our legal
education systems and our licensing mechanisms do not reflect this ethos of inclusion, then
we are not building a rule of law; we are simply managing a rigid "system of laws" that

protects the status quo.

3. The Danger of Extreme Gatekeeping and Selective Stratification (4 minutes)

This brings us directly to the core dilemma of today's symposium: the bar exam and the

institutional restrictions imposed on its candidates.

Let me be perfectly clear and offer a cautionary perspective from the American context.
Historically, legal education and the legal profession in the United States were intentionally
exclusive and selective. This narrow, elitist lens was built by design. It embedded and
institutionalized hierarchies based on race, class, gender, and socio-economic privilege. For
generations, U.S. legal pedagogy, curriculum, and the bar examination functioned as
aggressive tools of gatekeeping, ensuring that only those who could afford the high cost of

entry could access the profession.

What happens when a society enforces professional competencies that are higher, more

rigid, or more punitive than necessary for fundamental, high-quality legal work?

The result is immediate and damaging: it creates a severe stratification of access to justice.
It fosters elitism and classism. It drastically reduces diverse representation. And most
tragically, it promotes extreme gatekeeping at the very beginning of a candidate’s journey

in the legal profession. It completely fails to acknowledge that our profession is fundamentally
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one of lifelong learning by practice, not of rote memorization under artificial, high-stakes

terror.

When candidates face systemic restrictions or absolute limits on their ability to prove their
competency, we must look closely at the human cost—the "deferred lives" and the structural

exclusion that result from a closed, punitive system.

4. Human-Centered Systems Design and the 'NextGen' Alternative (4 minutes)

How do we break away from this legacy of exclusion? In my work, I have found incredible
power in engaging Systems Design and Design Thinking to ideate innovations in legal

education.

For lawyers and legal educators, Systems Design is defined as a hands-on, user-focused way
to relentlessly innovate, empathize, and humanize with others to solve complex problems. It

is fundamentally user-centered, experimental, responsive, intentional, and tolerant of failure.

To apply design thinking to the bar exam crisis means we must first engage in empathy.
We must learn about the audience for whom the system is meant—our law students and the
candidates who are suffering under its current weight. We must define the challenge based

on user needs, brainstorm creative solutions, and test prototypes of reform.

The question should never be whether we hold on to traditions just because they are
traditions. Rather, the question must be: What does a commitment to a strong rule of law

require us to do at each stage of a lawyer’s progression?

In the United States, this urgent realization has sparked a major transformation. Many U.S.
law schools are moving away from the old, exclusionary pedagogy. We are developing
live-client clinics, human-centered innovations, and responding to the constitutional promise
of a truly inclusive, multicultural society. Most notably, we are currently transitioning to the
NextGen Bar Exam. This comprehensive reform is designed to finally acknowledge and
remediate historic inequities, focusing on balancing actual, practical competency with broad,

inclusive representation.

5. Conclusion: llluminating New Pathways Together (1.5 minutes)

Law makes distinctions all the time, and these distinctions are frequently drawn based upon

power, wealth, and influence. It is the sacred duty of the rule of law to balance this influence

_6_
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and to protect the demos—the people—from institutional dominance. Because legal
education is so intimately intertwined with sustaining a fair and functioning democracy, the

roles played by our law schools, courts, and bar examiners are absolutely fundamental.

We cannot succumb to the status quo. We cannot retreat from the active engagement
required to disrupt the narrow lenses of exclusivity and selectivity that reduce the public

good.

I look forward with great anticipation to today’'s sessions and to hearing from the esteemed
Korean experts gathered here. May our dialogue today deepen our mutual understanding,
build profound institutional trust, and illuminate brand-new pathways for Korea-US
collaboration. Let us apply systems design and design thinking together to uphold, sustain,

and humanize the rule of law.

Thank you very much.






HSALAIE MI=Q| &t SAINISHAR| BEE Sol 2 Bstw=0| Ol2Het HIX

HiIT 1
=

The Evolving Landscape of
JD Careers & Academic Success

Titichia Jackson
(HIAHIO|LIOF LY 4, BISAMAIE 2 ZRPHMER)







27 1. The Evolving Landscape of JD Careers & Academic Success

>

7

o712 Ak
A4y E|EJAIOF M. Z4&(Titichia Mitchell Jackson)
S HAH|O|LIOF FRIL CZIs 2AZ
E-g E-é tone_l |:||A|- ANEH 7:”OF|:H 7|._7F_EH ':'I:HaHoltH
ﬁ‘?‘EOF [= =y =] =1Hd, =/ H, =2@dHdoTid
o 32

O J.D. =AE20|Lt MEH) 2AZ - Constitutional Laws & Civil Right Certificate, Magna Cum
Laude(2011)
O MA. Hojoid =& - F238t MAL Summa Cum Laude(2008)

t
O B.A. moj =& - F=2sh-HXst 8488, £+4ZY, Summa Cum Laude(2006)

oo 3

Ly | O HAHIOLOF L C7ie 2AZ ZU4(2020~3A)

T O M HSANE 817 ©Y CJRE(2020~3K)

= O LAINZ210|L MEZHNCCU) RAZ HSAIAE ZH|-X| CIE|(2016~2020)

43 | O BARBRI H&WE CIAIE(2011~2015), 291 HEMZA HSAK2011~2020, 7} LE ALH)

_’I'l_



HHSALAIR RIE=Q| &8t S AINISHAIC] Zsd

£ Soll 2 Estul=O| OIzHet HIX

The Evolving
Landscape of
JD Careers &

Academic Success

Titichia Jackson

Assistant Professor of Law

Director of Academic Success & Bar Passage

Penn State Dickinson Law

The Association of
Korean Law Schools

Non-Traditional Has Become Traditional

<40

of JD graduates enter traditional practice

A paradigm shift in career pathways
beyond standard legal practice.

The majority of today's JD graduates build careers in policy,
compliance, technology, business, government, advocacy, and
in-house counsel roles — work that draws fully on legal
training but does not resemble the law-firm associate path.

National Trend
~60% Bar Passage Required - ~60% JD Advantage

A roughly even split between the two pathways.

_12_
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Reimagining Academic Success

A holistic, integrated framework built around ABA Standard 303

Holistic Framework

Beyond Bar Preparation

Extends past doctrinal and licensure work to holistic support.

Integrative Framework
. Whole-Student Development

Long-Term Sustainability

Building durable careers, not just credentials.

03 | The Evolving Landscape of ID Careers & Academic Success

Fostering identity, resilience, wellness, and a true sense of belonging.

Developing students academically, professionally, and personally.

Pathways to Legal Success Course

One integrated course unifying
Academic Success + Career Services.

Academ

Case briefing, exam prep, metacognition, and planning.

Built intentionally from day one of law school.

Communicating JD Value & Building Employer Networks

Communicating Value to Employers

External Engagement

Building presence via alumni receptions, AALS, and industry events.

The Language of Law

Applied as a strategic communication tool.

High Future Potential

Guiding strategic branding and positioning for graduates.

Unified Voice

Faculty, staff, and administration fully aligned in messaging.

04 | The Evolving Landscape of JD Careers & Academic Succes:

Employer Networks & Placement Pathways

W) Advantage Week & Inclusive OCI

Bringing non-traditional employers to campus through dedicated
programming and on-campus interviews.

Pathways DC

Annual career immersion in regulatory and compliance markets.

| Semester in Practice

Credit-bearing externships integrating professional experience with
academic supervision.

Global Reach

The Hague (ICC), Washington DC, New York, New Jersey, and California.

_’|3_
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Graduate Success Stories

Penn State Dickinson Law alumni placed across advocacy, public accounting, and global in-house counsel.

AIDS Law Project Rolka Loube BDO Incorporated
Litigation and public-policy work protecting ERISA compliance — applying ID analytical In-house counsel at a global advisory firm
rights and shaping legislation at the state and training to plan design and regulatory review. handling cross-border governance, risk, and
federal level. corporate matters.

Deloitte & PwC Aflac Bermuda

Tax specialists — JD-trained analysts navigating the Associate counsel at the intersection of international

federal code, audit defense, and structuring. insurance regulation and corporate practice.

e of JD C ers & Academic Succes

-

Beyond the “Failed Lawyer” Myth

D Advantage # Secondary Path Same Core Competencies

These roles are equally legitimate and highly impactful forms of legal leadership. Both paths demand advanced analysis, persuasion, and complex problem-solving.

Coexisting Cultures Meaningful Professional Success

A strong bar-success culture thrives seamlessly alongside expansive non-traditional Each avenue represents a vital, legitimate, and evolving form of achievement in the
pathways, law.

Q&A - DISCUSSION

ZtAFeL|Ct . Thank You

Professor Titichia Jackson

Penn State Dickinson Law - Association of Korean Law Schools Conference
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2rE 5. 3h=0| #s S HEQIZHAMAHICl &l UD advantageE SACE

0|=9| JD AdvantageZt?

+ JD Advantage

« JD 82l UX|T HIAL AIFE EHX| SALL SHe HEH BH narl‘p

E-Eilg HX ¢ HE xMS #2246 HHEX XS0 SAEH D "

SI9|E &8s 42
o HB NSO A 42 EMY SMT| WY 58 52 CFE 20 HE ID ADVANTAGE
. 0|29 ZR Bz AL A|E 23tz 02 Ol8) H|AILH o2 0]2{st &F

of Aol A2 ECH AUHORZ AFHE EX| %51 JD Advantage |

ZS MElSl= AOT ATSt Hoz oAl CAREER GUIDE

« CHEXQ! JD Advantage %
. B2
Ao el
+ 7YX PR/ &7 Y
- GlOJE| ZatojeAl/=2 o
- Ll B8y, 284 (DE)
- YR
Ty
. BHE/EAD B
. AR, 714, Holuy
- HER2F Y s
- TH YR

0})|

0]=2| JD Advantage Job F & 4|

Table 1. JD Advantage Jobs, Classes of 2006 - 2024

Class % of Graduates for Whom Employment Status was Known Employed  Total # of Jobs Total # of JD Advantage % of Jobs that were JD  # of JD Advantage Jobs Obtained in

Year in JD Advantage Jobs Taken Jobs Advantage Business
2024 6.9% 35,335 2615 74% 1,163
2022 9.2% 32,318 3214 9.9% 1,501
2020 104% 29,382 3,465 11.8% 1494
2018 125% 29,953 4,178 13.9% 2,020
2016 148% 31,354 5311 16.9% 2,537
2014 148% 36,350 6,228 17.0% 3,118
2012 133% 37,538 5877 15.7% 2,628
2010 10.7% 36,043 4,387 12.2% 1591
2008 8.1% 36,497 3277 9.0% 1473
2006 19% 36,465 3,194 8.8% 1531

Note: For the years 2006-2010 JD Advantage jobs were referred to as JD Preferred. The category was renamed to JD Advantage starting with the Class of 2011
Source: NALP's Employment Report and Salary Survey, Classes of 2006-2024

« 0/29 JD Advantage 250| L= Ct(86%)= &7|H0|1 Hi2Ql Aol Atz Y
« Q 22Lt2tof = 0|23t JD Advantage?t ZHE6tD YETR
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